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	Immigrant Advocates Sprint into Final Lap of 
Get Out the Vote 2010
Largest "GOTV" campaign in MIRA history energizes and informs immigrant voters across Massachusetts
BOSTON — As the days until the midterm election come down to a measly baker's dozen, the Massachusetts Immigrant and Refugee Advocacy Coalition (MIRA) is sprinting into the final lap of its largest "Get Out the Vote" campaign ever. Together with its member organizations and allies, MIRA has identified 8,000 new American voters, encouraging them to get out and vote for the dignity and rights of immigrants across Massachusetts and the nation.

  

Marcony Almeida, Director of Organizing at MIRA, explains the urgency of this drive: "In this election season we have seen politicians make immigrants the scapegoats for economic fears and frustrations. We've seen them threaten to take away the birthrights of immigrant's children. We've even seen well-funded voter-suppression drives targeting Latinos. But come November 2, immigrants will raise their own voices at the ballot box. Across the state we've identified new citizens and new voters who are eager to participate in the American democratic process. Over the next 13 days, we will be working hard to inform these voters about where to go to vote on November 2 , about where to find information on the candidates, and about why they should vote No, No, No. on Ballot Initiatives 1, 2 and 3."
 

Many of the nearly 140 organizations that form the MIRA Coalition are also working in their own Get Out the Vote campaigns. "We do it because our vote is our voice," says Thuha Le, Director of the Southeast Asia Coalition for Central Massachusetts. Located in Worcester, the Southeast Asia Coalition spent several months registering new voters at an Asian supermarket, and they are now offering information in Vietnamese across the community with non-partisan voter guides, with information about voting No, No, No on 1,2,3, and with information on where to go to vote. "Politicians are the ones who represent us," says Le."But for them to do it right, we have to represent ourselves on November 2."

  

Among the GOTV activities and services, available from today to November 2:

· A new voter's guide for all ten congressional races at http://www.miracoalition.org/home/vote/gen 

· A gubernatorial voter's guide at http://miracoalition.org/uploads/it/IP/itIPRbMO-PxeG3YGjfFyCg/Voter-Educational-Guide-Governors-race.pdf 

· A gubernatorial guide in Spanish at http://miracoalition.org/uploads/Bp/YS/BpYSfUQW52njxKFSI0Gnbw/Voter-Educational-Guide-Governors-race-SPANISH.pdf 

· A four-day long phone-banking operation reaching 8,000 new voters, with assistance provided in English, Spanish, Portuguese, Cantonese, Haitian Creole and Russian. 

· Ride services on Tuesday, Nov. 2 for those needing assistance to the polls. 

· Informational postcards mailed to the thousands of new voters registered by MIRA over the past year. 

· Participation in the No, No, No campaign, spearheaded by MassVote, 

· Encouraging voters to participate in upcoming candidate forums and debates (please look for a link on our website soon for a schedule). 

· GOTV technical assistance for members and allies from MIRA's Organizing Team: Marcony Almeida (malmeida@miracoaltion.org, 617-350-5480 ext. 205), Filipe Zamborlini (fzamborlini@miracoaltion.org 617-350-5480 ext. 200) and Cristina Aguilera (caguilera@miracoalition.org, 617-350-5480 ext. 206) 

MIRA works to advocate for the rights and opportunities of immigrants and refugees. In partnership with its members, MIRA advances this mission through education, training, leadership development, organizing, policy analysis and advocacy.
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